Psychology
	Essential Questions
	Activities

	Text:  Chapter 1 and 2

· Why should we study psychology?

· What are the various approaches to the study of psychology?

· How do we use various methods to determine correlation

and cause & effect?

· What are the steps and components of the experimental 

     method?

· What are the ethics governing experimentation?
	· Journal bio-poem and daily personal entries

· Terminology in notebook

· Group decision-making 

· Collage

· Homework questions

· In-class experiment demonstrations

· Objective and short answer tests



	Text: Chapters 6 and 8

· How does the central nervous system affect human behavior, and how does human behavior affect the central nervous system?

· How does the brain process information and make sense of the physical stimuli from the environment?


	· Sensation/Perception demonstration

· Terminology in notebook

· Brain lab

· Worksheets to label brain structures

· Case studies of people with brain malfunctions

· Terminology in notebook 

· Right brain/left brain exercises

· Short videos correlated to material

· Personal journal entries

· Objective and short answer tests

	Text: Chapters 9 and 13

· What is learning, and how does it occur?

· How can learning be measured?

· What methods do psychologists use to compare individuals’

abilities and characteristics?


	· Classical and operant conditioning class experiments and

               demonstrations

· Advertisements from magazines/TV to illustrate conditioning

· Personality tests

· Outside reading articles

· Personal journal entries

· Objective and short answer tests

	Text: Chapters 3, 4, 5 and 14
· How does nature and nurture influence our development from conception until death?

· What are the beliefs of the major developmental theories

regarding personality development?


	· Personal Human Growth and Development Paper

· Field trip to Partlow School (for developmental disorders)

· Baby lab

· Panel discussion with senior citizens

· Essay on choice of personality theories 

· Outside reading books – They Cage the Animals at Night and
The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teenagers (read throughout 

year)

· Outside reading articles

· Videos on various aspects of human development

· Personal journal entries

· Objective and short answer tests

	Text: Chapters 16 and 17
What is the criteria used to determine “abnormal behavior”?

· What changes in the brain accompany psychological disorders?

· What are the symptoms and causes of psychological disorders?

· What is the role of nature and nurture in the occurrence of psychological disorders?

· What are the various methods used to treat psychological disorders?
	· Field trip to Bryce Hospital (for mental illness)

· Film of various disorders

· Case studies

· Graphic organizers

· Outside reading articles

· Outside reading books – Dibs, In Search of Self and Lisa, Bright and Dark (read throughout year)

· Personal journal entries

· Objective and short answer tests



	Text: Chapters 18, 19 and 20
· How are we affected by the behavior of other people?

· How are attitudes formed?

· Are conformity and prejudice inevitable in the human condition? 

· What are the factors which influence obedience, attraction, and altruism?
	· Research paper on some aspect of social psychology

· Outside articles on classic experiments in social psychology

· “What I Believe” paper

· Film of experiments in social psychology

· Personal journal entries

· Objective and short answer tests



	Text: Chapter 15

· What causes stress, and how do we react to it?

· What are positive and negative ways of reacting to stress?


	· Stress Journal

· Life Changes Questionnaire

· Films on addiction and suicide

· Outside reading articles

· Personal journal entries

· Objective and short answer test




