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Hewitt-Trussville High School 

School Mission 
 

The mission of Hewitt-Trussville High School is to  
design engaging and challenging work that results in students  

learning important content at high levels. 
 
 
 

School Beliefs 
 

1. We believe that learning must take place in an environment 
that is safe, engaging, and challenging. 

2. We believe that teachers, as instructional leaders, should 
empower students to learn at high levels. 

3. We believe that the school as a learning community involves 
the community, students, parents, instructional leaders, and 
administrators. 

4. We believe that the teachers should design engaging and 
challenging lessons that inspire students to be life-long 
learners. 

5. We believe that students should have knowledge and 
understanding of the world and their roles and 
responsibilities in building a better community. 

6. We believe in mutual respect between and among adults 
and students. 

7. We believe we must encourage students to connect and be 
involved in the life of the school community. 
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OVERVIEW 
 
It is very important that students and their parents give careful consideration to the courses that are 
selected each school year. The diploma type toward which the student is working should be considered, 
as well as the studentôs past academic record. Each spring, students are advised about courses and 
given the opportunity to work with a counselor to develop their individual course selections for the 
following school year.  
 
The number of sections offered for a given course in the school year is determined by the course 
selections requested by the students during the spring pre-registration period. Once the master schedule 
is developed, changes in course selections may not be possible.  A sufficient number of students must 
select an elective course for it to be offered. A student who selects a course that is not offered will be 
scheduled into one of his/her alternate courses. 
 
Counselors are available to answer questions about any of the courses that are listed in this document. 
Students and/or their parents are invited to make an appointment with the appropriate grade level 
counselor or request additional information by calling the HTHS Guidance Department at 228-3521. 
 

 
 

CURRICULUM 
 
  
 
All students are required to complete four credits in each of the four core academic areas (English, math, 
science, and social studies) along with elective credits in physical education, fine arts, health, and 
computer applications. The remaining credits are electives comprised of courses chosen by the individual 
student. For detailed information on the diploma completion requirements, please see the Hewitt-
Trussville High School Diploma/Exit Options brochure. Due to our transition from block schedule, there 
will be a phase-in period during which each graduating class will have different credit requirements.  
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DIPLOMAS  
 
 

Diploma Requirements  
Students are provided the opportunity to earn one of six types of diplomas: the Alabama High School Diploma, the 
Alabama High School Diploma with Advanced Academic Endorsement, the Alabama High School Diploma with 
Technical Endorsement, the Alabama High School Diploma with Advanced Technical Endorsement, the Alabama 
Occupational Diploma, or the Alabama Alternate Adult High School Diploma. Only students meeting all requirements 
for graduation will be allowed to participate in any part of the graduation ceremonies. Students completing the 
graduation requirements by attending summer school may receive their diploma at a regular Board of Education 
meeting or at their school. All students receiving a diploma from the State of Alabama must pass the Alabama 
High School Graduation Exam. Students who transfer to Trussville City Schools from another school system must 

meet the Alabama Graduation Requirements to receive a diploma from the State of Alabama.  
The State Department of Education requires that students must pass the Reading, Language, Math, Science, and 

Social Studies sections of the Graduation Exam in order to graduate from high school.  
 
Alabama High School Diploma  
The Alabama High School Diploma will be issued to all students who complete the minimum state course 
requirements, earn the minimum Carnegie credits, and pass the Alabama High School Graduation Exam.  

 
Alabama High School Diploma with Advanced Academic Endorsement  
The Alabama High School Diploma with Advanced Academic Endorsement will be issued to all students who 
complete the state requirements for advanced endorsement, earn the required Carnegie credits, and pass the 
Alabama High School Graduation Exam.  

 
Alabama High School Diploma with Career Technical Endorsement or Advanced Career Technical 
Endorsement  
The Alabama High School Diploma with Technical Endorsement will be issued to all students who earn the required 
Carnegie credits, pass the Alabama High School Graduation Exam, and complete a sequence of three 18-week 
courses in a Career Technical area. If the student completes a sequence of three 18-week courses in a Career 
Technical area AND two additional 18-week courses in another Career Technical subject area, the student will 
receive Advanced Career Technical Endorsement. These endorsements may be in addition to the Advanced 
Academic Endorsement or the Alabama Occupational Diploma if the student completes requirements for both (see 
Advanced Academic Endorsement above).  

 
Alabama Occupational Diploma  
The Alabama Occupational Diploma (AOD) is ONLY an option for students with disabilities, as defined by the 

Individual with Disabilities Education Act (Public Law 105-17). This diploma was first offered for those students who 
entered the 9th or 10th grades in the 1997-98 school year.  

 
Alabama Alternate Adult High School Diploma  
The Alabama Alternate High School Diploma may be awarded to any senior who has received passing grades for the 
required course work, has failed to pass all sections of the Alabama High School Graduation Exam, has received 25 
hours of documented GED instruction, and has passed the GED Test.  

 
Certificate of Attendance  
A special education student will be awarded a graduation certificate and afforded the opportunity to participate in 
graduation activities under the following circumstances:  
Accumulates the required number of Carnegie units for graduation but does not pass the Alabama High School 
Graduation Exam; or  
Passes the Alabama High School Graduation Exam but does not accumulate the required number of Carnegie units 
for graduation; or successfully completes the prescribed program specified in his/her Individual Education Plan (IEP) 
for high school graduation.
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LEVELS OF COURSES 
 
In addition to general level courses, many subjects are also offered at the honors, Advanced Placement, and dual 
enrollment college level. Honors, Advanced Placement, and dual enrollment courses are awarded one additional quality 
point for grades of ñCò (70) or higher. 
 
The dual enrollment program allows high school students to enroll in college courses and receive both high school and 
college credit for the same course. Such arrangements allow students to meet the requirements for high school 
graduation while simultaneously earning college credit. Students must have a minimum cumulative grade point average of 
3.0 and meet any other requirements for specific courses in order to participate in this program. Please see the course 
description section for available courses and requirements. 
 

 
 

GUIDELINES FOR THE DETERMINATION OF 
VALEDICTORIAN, SALUTATORIAN, AND HONOR GRADUATES 

 
The Trussville City Board of Education has made revisions to this policy to account for the changes in the number of 
credits available per school year and for the graduation requirements established with the transition from block schedule.  

 The student(s) earning a diploma with the Advanced Academic Endorsement with the highest GPA in the class 
will be designated as the Valedictorian(s) and will have a #1 ranking in class. 

 The student(s) earning a diploma with the Advanced Academic Endorsement with the second highest GPA in the 
class will be designated as the Salutatorian(s). The rank of the Salutatorian(s) will be determined by the total 
number of Valedictorians. For example, if two students earn the Valedictorian designation, the Salutatorian(s) 
would have a #3 ranking. 

 All remaining students earning a diploma with the Advanced Academic Endorsement with a GPA of 4.0 or above 
will be designated as Honor Graduates.  

 The rank of all students below those designated as Valedictorians and Salutatorians will be determined by the 
total number of students whose GPA exceeds his/hers. 

 Final determination of GPA will be made at the end of the second semester of the senior year (May). GPAs will be 
carried to five decimal places, with no ñrounding.ò  

 

 
 

EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION SERVICES 
 
To meet the varying needs of our students, special programs are available to students identified (as defined by the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act or IDEA) and placed in the exceptional education program. Some of the 
programs available are for students identified as:  
  Specific Learning Disability 
  Emotionally Disturbed 
  Vision, Hearing, or Speech Impaired  
  Orthopedically or Other Health Impaired 
 
Additional information is available for parents and students in need of any of these services. Placement in these programs 
requires special testing and recommendation by a placement committee. A parent desiring to discuss the possibility of 
placement should contact their childôs guidance counselor. 
 
Depending on their level of functioning, students who have been identified and placed in the exceptional education 
program may choose to pursue the Alabama Occupational Diploma or Graduation Certificate in lieu of a regular diploma. 
All decisions regarding a studentôs exit document are made by the IEP team.  
 
The decision regarding choosing a program of study leading to one of these exit documents should be made by the 
studentôs IEP team during the studentôs 8

th
 grade year. Program and diploma options are to be reviewed annually by the 

IEP team and revisions made when necessary. When there is indecision regarding which diploma option would be most 
appropriate for a student, the IEP team is strongly encouraged to select the Alabama High School Diploma instead of the 
Alabama Occupational Diploma or the Alabama Occupational Diploma instead of the Graduation Certificate. (Course 
descriptions for courses in the Alabama Occupational Diploma curriculum are not included in this publication. They are 
available upon request from your childôs counselor or IEP case manager.) 



6 
 

 

 
 

NCAA INFORMATION FOR PROSPECTIVE 
COLLEGE STUDENT-ATHLETES 

 
All prospective student-athletes intending to enroll in an NCAA Division I or II institution must register with the NCAA 
Clearinghouse at the end of their junior year. 
 
Please visit www.ncaaclearinghouse.net for detailed information and instructions. 
 
All courses approved by the NCAA as core courses are designated with the following symbol.  
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COURSE SCHEDULING PROCESS 

The school master schedule for the next school year is built on the course requests of approximately 
1,200 students. Every effort will be made to provide students with the courses for which they have 
been recommended or have requested. However, the availability of courses depends upon many 
factors including the number of students requesting a course, the number of sections of a course, and 
staff availability. Consequently, some students may have to select alternate elective courses because 
of scheduling conflicts or because of the cancellation of courses due to insufficient enrollment. To 
maximize their chances of getting the courses they want, students should use the following the 
guidelines:  

 Before selecting courses for next year, check all criteria, prerequisites, and academic 
instructional levels.  

 List alternative elective courses in the priority order they are to be substituted for course 
choices that cannot be scheduled. 

 Write notes on the course request form or attach a letter to it to clarify course needs, priorities, 
or special concerns.  

 Return the course request form to 1st period teacher by the announced deadline.  

 
Step 1: General information and instructions regarding the course scheduling process are provided to 
all students during large and small group sessions with counselors. An evening session is held for 
parents to learn about the process and changes each year. During these meetings, counselors 
discuss the courses offered and provide students/parents with course selection forms and 
instructions. The Course Description Guide lists all the courses available to students. 
 
Step 2: Students make selections and return Course Selection Card by February 12th, 2008.   Parents 
approve studentsô choices by signing the Course Selection Card; students and parents complete 
and sign the tentative 4-year Plan of Study.  Any student not returning a course card by February 12th 
forfeits the right to choose his or her classes.   Those students not meeting the deadline for 
turning in their Course Cards will not receive priority status in the scheduling process. 
 

Step 3: Each student meets with a counselor at a pre-designated time to check course selections and 
to be sure that the necessary courses are being requested.  Counselors are: 
   9th Grade   - Mrs. Amy Simmons  
  10th Grade - Mrs. Nancy Hulsey    
  11th Grade - Mrs. Ann House 
  12th Grade - Mrs. Laura Stalls 
               
 
 NOTE: Free course change requests must be submitted by March 30, 2008.  After March 
 30th and until April 11th, a $25.00 fee must accompany any course change requests.   
 
 NO COURSE CHANGES WILL BE MADE AFTER APRIL 11, 2008. This includes 
 during the summer, at registration, and after the school year has started.   Because 
 of this, careful consideration should be used in the selection of courses. 
  
Step 4: Once all academic levels are assigned and course requests are tallied, students are given a 
copy of their courses to verify the accuracy of the selections. They must have this copy signed by 
their parents and returned to their 1st period teachers in order to have their selections included when 
the master school schedule is developed.  
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REGISTRATION PROCESS  
Registration will take place during summer.   Students will pick up schedules for the 2008-2009 
school year at registration.  At this time, students also will return the necessary registration 
information, have school pictures made, pay lab costs, and purchase parking permits, yearbooks, 
pictures, etc.   
Please remember that the studentôs schedule reflects the choices made by the student and 
approved by the parent during the course selection process in the spring.  The master 
schedule will have been constructed and teachers will have been assigned based on these 
choices.  Therefore, requests to change schedules will not be honored.  Remember that the 
master schedule cannot be adjusted at this point, and due to class numbers, changes will 
simply not be possible.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS BY DEPARTMENT 
Please note: Class availability is determined by enrollment, teacher availability, and student eligibility. 

 

ENGLISH 
 

 All English classes will require summer reading and written assignments.  General classesð1 selection. 
Honors/AP classesð3 selections. 

 Summer reading lists and instructions for written assignments can be found on the schoolôs 
website and in the guidance office in May. 

 
 
 

English 9 (1090)         Year-long / 1 credit 

         Grade 9 

This course leads to a mastery of basic grammatical principles, paragraph development, and an in-depth study of 
selected literature. Students will also have the opportunity to develop reading skills through the study of short 
stories, novels, poetry, and drama.  
 
 
Foundations of Reading (1091)     Year-long / 1 credit 
         Grade 9 

This is a required elective for entering freshmen who are reading below grade level.  The curriculum helps students 

by addressing problems at each stage of reading development. Students learn to identify words in print, build fluency, 
acquire new concepts, and analyze what is read. All students will be assessed in 8

th
 grade. 

  
  

Honors English 9 (1092)       Year-long / 1 credit 

         Grade 9 

Prerequisites: B average in 8
th
 grade English and approved writing sample. (Date of writing sample to be 

announced.) 
This course is designed for students who have above average abilities in grammar, composition, and reading. 
The content of the course includes faster coverage of grammar skills and more advanced composition 
techniques. Students will be asked to read works in addition to the regular curriculum. Analysis, synthesis, critical 
thinking, and application will be stressed.   

English 10 (1100)        Year-long / 1 credit 

         Grade 10 

In this course, students will review mechanics, grammar, and usage skills; enhance vocabulary skills; and practice 
the various modes of writing paragraphs and essays, with emphasis on the writing process. They will continue to 
develop comprehension and critical reading skills through the study of selected short stories, novels, poetry, and 
drama. 

Honors English 10 (1102)      Year-long / 1 credit 

         Grade 10 

Prerequisites: B average in Honors English9 or by writing sample, and teacher approval. 
This course focuses on developing the skills necessary to comprehend, analyze, and communicate, both orally 
and in writing, the themes that emerge through a survey of world literature as reflected in various genres such as 
the novel, short story, drama, poetry, and nonfiction essay and biography. The course requires extensive outside 
reading alongside the anthology study, as well as writing assignments correlated to the literary works. Vocabulary 
and grammar studies naturally arise from the reading and writing assignments. 
  
 



10 
 

 
 

English 11 (1110)       Year-long / 1 credit 

         Grade 11 

This course provides the student with various aspects of communication involving grammar and standard 
practices in speaking and writing (paragraphs, themes, and research papers). Students are exposed to the best of 
the American writers, poets, and playwrights. 
 

Honors English 11 (1112)      Year-long / 1 credit 

         Grade 11 

Prerequisites: B average in Honors English 10 or by writing sample, teacher approval, and passing scores on all 
portions of the AHSGE 
This course emphasizes American authors in literature and expansion of vocabulary. The course includes a study 
of diction, grammar, and composition skills. The majority of compositions must support a thesis statement based 
on in-class discussions and assigned reading of short stories, plays, and novels. 
 

AP English 11 ï Language & Composition (1119)      pending Year-long / 1 credit 

         Grade 11 

Prerequisites: B average in Honors English 9 and Honors English 10, teacher approval, and passing scores on all 
portions of the AHSGE 
This course will train students to become skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and 
rhetorical contexts. This course will also give them the practice and helpful criticism necessary to make them 
flexible writers who can compose in a variety of modes and for a variety of purposes. The course content is 
established by the College Board; students will have the opportunity to take the Advanced Placement exam 
administered by the College Board in May. College credit may be earned based on a studentôs score on this 
exam; score requirements for credit are determined by individual colleges/universities. Students and parents 
should be prepared for the rigor of the Advanced Placement curriculum; an extensive amount of outside reading 
and writing is required for this course. 

 English 12 (1120)       Year-long / 1 credit 

         Grade 12 

In this course, students review basic areas of English: reading, writing, and vocabulary.  In addition, they are 
given the opportunity to progress toward the more elaborate means of oral and written communication and toward 
a better understanding of carefully selected plays, novels, and poetry. 
 
 

AP English 12 ï Literature & Composition (1129)   Year-long / 1 credit 

         Grade 12 

Prerequisites: B average in Honors English 11, passing scores on all portions of the AHSGE, a minimum score of 
24 on the English subtest on the ACT, teacher approval. 
This course is designed to provide the student who has the desire and ability the opportunity to complete college 
level work while still in high school. Emphasis is placed on extensive and intensive reading and writing. The 
course content is established by the College Board; students will have the opportunity to take the Advanced 
Placement exam administered by the College Board in May. College credit may be earned based on a studentôs 
score on this exam; score requirements for credit are determined by individual colleges/universities. Students and 
parents should be prepared for the rigor of the Advanced Placement curriculum; an extensive amount of outside 
reading and writing is required for this course. 
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 Dual Enrollment Honors English 12 with English 101 & 102 (1131)    Year-long / 1 credit 

          Grade 12 

Prerequisites: B average in 11
th
 grade English, passing scores on all portions of the AHSGE, teacher approval, 

senior status, minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0, minimum score of 22 on the English subtest of the ACT. 
Continued enrollment in ENG 102 requires a grade of C or higher in ENG 101. 
Students registering for this course will earn high school credit for Honors English 12 and will complete six 
semester hours of college credit in English Composition I and II through a dual enrollment agreement with 
Jefferson State Community College. The curricula for these courses are interlaced in order to meet all of the 
requirements for each course component. 

Honors English 12 is designed for the student with above average abilities in English. The course 
content encompasses an accelerated study of grammar and usage as well as composition, vocabulary, 
spelling, speaking, and reading skills. 
English Composition I provides instruction and practice in the writing of at least six extended 
compositions and the development of analytical and critical reading skills and basic reference and 
documentation skills in the composition process. English Composition I includes instruction and practice 
in library usage and computer usage. 
English Composition II provides instruction and practice in the writing of six formal essays, at least one 
of which is a research project using outside sources and/or references effectively and legally. Additionally, 
English Composition II provides instruction in the development of analytical and critical reading skills in 
the composition process. English Composition II may include instruction and practice in library usage and 
computer research. 
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