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Important Dates: 

 

January 15 – PSAT Meeting for parents of sophomores – 7:00pm – HTHS Auditorium 

January 21 – No School – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

January 21 – JV Wrestling Tournament at home – all day 

January 25-26 – Mr. & Miss Hewitt Pageants – 6:00 – HTHS Auditorium 

 

  

 January is always a great time for school.  Students seem more focused and eager 

to learn, and we try to capitalize on that momentum. As parents, it is a good time to teach 

about planning, organizing, and goal-setting. The final grades of the year are the ones that 

count towards students’ GPAs, so the first semester grades that the students just 

received can be thought of as a check-point.  It is a good time to help your children to 

create plans to either improve or maintain their grades in order to receive a desired grade 

on the final report card in May.  If you feel like your child needs more assistance, please 

don’t hesitate to contact his or her teacher and the grade-level counselor.  

      Having a terrific time at school, 

       Jennifer Hogan 

 

PSAT Parent Information Night 

 The PSAT is a Pre-SAT test that also is used to qualify students for National 

Merit Scholarships. In October, every sophomore took the PSAT, which is composed of 

three sections: Mathematics, Critical Reading, and Writing.  If you are the parent of a 

sophomore, you should plan to attend the PSAT meeting on Tuesday, January 15 at 7:00 in 

the HTHS auditorium. Upon arriving, parents will receive his or her child’s results sheet 

from the PSAT that each sophomore took in October. The meeting will be led by Cheryl 

Kuyk, our Assistant Principal of Curriculum, who will explain how to interpret the scores 

and more. 



Senior Exam Exemption Plan 

**Below is a copy of the exam exemption plan that was created by HTHS 

Department Chairs and HTHS Administrators. A senior class meeting was held in 

December prior to exams so that seniors would understand the policy prior to their 

return in January. 

**Note that it is NOT all or nothing.  Seniors can exempt more than one exam. 

Exemption in a class is determined by the grade in that class and the attendance in 

that class period. 

*************  

HTHS Seniors Only  

Second Semester Exam Exemption  

2007 -2008  
 
 
Seniors will be exempt for the second semester exam for each class in which he or she 
meets all of the following criteria:  
  
I.  
 Semester grade of an A  and no more than 3 absences  
 OR 
 Semester Grade of a B, and at least a  B in the 4th nine weeks and  no more 
 than 2 absences  
 OR 
 Semester Grade of a C, and at least a C  in the 4th nine weeks  
 and no absences  
 
 *Note:  3 Tardies in one class = 1 absence in that class  
 
 *College visits do not count as absences.   Seniors are allowed two in a school 
 year.  The last day to take college visits is April 15, 2008.  
  
 
II. No  Class II or Class III  offenses in the second semester.   
  
 

III. No outstanding library or parking fines.  
 
 
***Advanced Placement and dual enrollment classes do not follow this plan.   Teachers 
of those courses will determine the exam exemption or non -exemption plan for their 
classes.  
 

  



Internet Safety 

Christmas sometimes means new computers in the home.  Here are some tips for keeping 

teens safe online.   
Retrieved from: 

http://www.district128.org/index.php?module=pagemaster&PAGE_user_op=view_page&PAGE_id=122 

#1 Supervise their online activities!  Place your home computer in a highly visible, high-traffic area 
such as the family room. Unsupervised teens behind a closed bedroom door are more likely to post 
inappropriate content than one who is under the watchful eyes of a parent. 

#2 Talk to your teens about their online friends.  Get to know the screen names of the ones they 
communicate with freque ntly both in instant messaging sessions and through their blog sites. When a 
new screen name pops, ask them who they are. Most importantly, help them choose appropriate screen 
names for themselves and not create something sexually suggestive or socially inappropriate.  

# 3 Set reasonable limits for their time online.  Networking socially with their friends shouldn't 
interfere with homework time or occur late into the night.  

#4 Remind your teen to never post personally identifiable information.  The risks are real, no 
matter how tech savvy or sophisticated your teen is. If they have a personal MySpace page or other blog 
site, view it often and ask them for their passwords. Ask them to remove any photos, comments or other 
links that may be damaging to their reput ation or tarnish their shadow résumé  in any way. 

#5 Knowledge is power!  Your teen may know more than you about technology, but you still know 
more about life. If you're not a frequent computer user, go online more often and surf the Internet. There 
is a wealth of information and resources you'll find and setting aside just 15 minutes a day can be a huge 
help in understanding better your teen's online activities. Learn about your web browser  (Internet 
Explorer) and learn how to view your computer's Internet  history log of websites visited. 

#6 Protect your home computer with an Internet safety software program.  Weighing out your 
personal standards for your family's computer use can be a tough decision. Nothing is better than open, 
personal, honest and meaningful dialogue between you and your teen about expectations for online use. 
Viruses, worms and other dangerous programs that can compromise your computer's security and make 
you vulnerable to identity theft are ever present. Choosing an appropriate security program that not only 
protects your computer, but also protects your family by blocking, controlling or even monitoring online 
use can be an excellent proactive solution. A great resource for beginning your search for a family security 
program can be found at http://www.software4parents.com/ . 

Below are several terrific sites for Parents on Internet Safety.  I encourage you to check 

them out. 

http://www.learnthenet.com/English/html/10kids.htm 

http://www.fbi.gov/publications/pguide/pguidee.htm 

http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/foryoungpeople/youngpeopleparents/especiallyyoungpeople.htm 

http://www.netsmartz411.org/ 

http://www.district128.org/index.php?module=pagemaster&PAGE_user_op=view_page&PAGE_id=122
http://www.software4parents.com/
http://www.learnthenet.com/English/html/10kids.htm
http://www.fbi.gov/publications/pguide/pguidee.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/foryoungpeople/youngpeopleparents/especiallyyoungpeople.htm
http://www.netsmartz411.org/


Publix, Carpool, and Volunteersé. 

 Don’t forget that Publix is a supporter of Trussville City Schools!  We have 

keychain tags in the main office.  All it takes is a swipe at the store every time you make a 

purchase and a percentage goes back to the school.   

 

 Thanks to everyone who is cautious and attentive during drop-off and pick-up in the 

carpool line.  Please remember to turn off cell phones while in the carpool line. 

 

 The PTO is looking for volunteers to help at HTHS with making copies and other 

clerical jobs for teachers.  If you are interested, please contact our PTO president, 

Sharri Thompson at casethomp@centurytel.net. 

 

Coming sooné 

Curriculum Night at HTHS 

February 5, 2008 

6:30pm 

HTHS Auditorium 

 

**Students will receive 2008-2009 Curriculum Guides on February 4th, 

and the course selection process will begin.   

**Attend on February 5th to hear more about HTHS Academies and 

new courses being offered. 

 

 

Hard copies of this newsletter are available in the HTHS main office. 

mailto:casethomp@centurytel.net

