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Upcoming Events 

Bookfair in Library 9/5 - 

9/14 

Coffee with the Principal 9/6 

PTA Meeting @ 7:00 in PI 
Gym 

9/11 

Progress Reports Sent 
Home 

9/17 

School Pictures on Sale 9/17-

10/2 

GATE Meeting @ First 
Baptist Trussville 

9/18 

Newcomers Meeting @ 
6:30 in PP Lunchroom 

9/25 

On August 24, Ammie Akin returned 
to Paine Intermediate as interim as-
sistant principal, filling the position 
vacated by Phyllis Faust who was 
recently named interim principal at 
Hewitt-Trussville Middle School.  
During the 2006-2007 school year, 
Mrs. Akin worked as an exceptional 
education teacher at Paine Intermedi-
ate.  Prior to that, she taught excep-
tional education students at Hoover 
High School.  Most recently, Mrs. 
Akin had joined the HTMS staff as  
counselor.  After only a couple of 
weeks in her middle school position, 
Mrs. Akin returned to Paine to do the 
work she has been preparing to do as 
a graduate student at Samford Uni-
versity.   

After graduating from the University 

of Alabama, Mrs. Akin began 
coursework in educational admini-
stration at Samford, where she has 
earned masters and educational spe-
cialist degrees. 

Originally from Savannah, Georgia, 
Mrs. Akin lives in Vestavia with her 
husband, Will.   

pull down as far as pos-
sible before allowing 
children to exit or enter 
their cars.  This allows 
more vehicles to fill up 
the loading area.  
Please follow the rec-
ommendations of the 
crossing guards.  Safety 
and courtesy should be 
our first priorities. 

Visitors to the Paine 
Campus can assist with 
parking problems by 
waiting until after 8:00 
A.M. to enter the front 
parking area.  Visitors 
have a limited number 
of parking spaces in 
front, but they may also 
park on the white line 
in the very front of the 

building.  Between 8:30 
and 2:00, parents may 
park on the ring road 
along the back and 
sides of the building.   

Students who are car 
riders should only be 
dropped off and picked 
up in the back of the 
building.  Cars should 

Traffic and Parking 

Administrative Change at Paine 

Intermediate 

In this Issue: 

• What are the expecta-
tions for administra-
tors, teachers, stu-
dents, and parents at 
Paine Intermediate? 

• What can I do to ease 
traffic and parking 
problems at PI? 

• How are teachers keep-
ing up with new sci-
ence concepts? 

T r u s sv i l l e  C i t y     
S c h o o l s   
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Ammie Akin, Interim 
Assistant Principal 

Mrs. Akin (right) works with 

fourth grade teacher, Clare Mad-

dry, to design work for students. 

Beth Bruno, Principal 



This summer a committee of teach-
ers, parents, and students met to 
discuss and develop a draft of ex-
pectations for our school.  The ini-
tial list of expectations is listed be-
low.  We will continue to discuss 
and revise these throughout the 
school year.  Parents are encouraged 
to communicate their ideas and 
thoughts regarding expectations for 
administrators, teachers, students, 
parents, and community members.  

Our expectations are: 

1.  A safe and physically comfort-
able environment with well estab-
lished emergency procedures. 

2.  Students, teachers, and parents 
are encouraged to assume leadership 
roles and to actively participate in 
all school activities and opportuni-
ties. 

3.  Positive relationships and mutual 

respect among and between children 
and adults. 

4.  Teachers design engaging, chal-
lenging, and intellectually rich 
schoolwork for students of all abili-
ties. 

5.  Teachers know students as indi-
viduals and seek to foster a sense of 
community both in the classroom 
and throughout the school building. 

6.  Diversity, innovation, and risk-
taking are accepted and encouraged. 

7.  Technology is an integral part of 
the lives of students and staff, and is 
utilized to enhance performance of 
staff and achievement of students. 

8. All members of the school com-
munity (students, staff, parents) are 
encouraged and expected to be life 
long learners. 

 

As part of our ongoing emphasis on our 
science, curriculum, Paine teachers 
received science training during all day 
workshops at the Birmingham Botani-
cal Gardens on August 29-31.  Third 
grade teachers learned about teaching 
the human body;  fourth grade teachers 
studied sound; and fifth grade teachers 
learned how to best teach ecosystems.  
Along with this training, Trussville 
City Schools provides science modules, 
complete kits that have the manuals 
and materials for teaching the curricu-
lum.  Each grade level has four com-

plete modules, and the teachers have 
received training on three of the four.  
Training for the fourth module will 
take place in November.   

In addition to the modules, which 
provide hands on experiences, sci-
ence textbooks are used as an addi-
tional resource for science informa-
tion.  A new science lab at PI, com-
plete with microscopes and other 
equipment, provides a setting for 
scientific activities.  A new computer 
lab provides internet access for 
whole classes when doing research. 

Expectations at Paine Intermediate 

Teachers Receive Science Training 
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Third grade teachers examine owl 

pellets as part of their training on  

The Human Body science module. 

Third graders play a “get to know you” 

game on the first day of school. (above) 

Third grade teacher Nancy Camara goes 

over procedures. (below) 



Sara Cisneros  Bettis-
Riley Vick  Summers 
Kailey Lamey  Darnell 
Bryce Parish  Garrett 
Brook Payne  Bergren 
Carter Pharis  Moore 
Jake Fuqua  McComb 
sAudrey Bland  Brooks 
Sam Partridge  Bynum 
Jenna Corley  Vlahos  
Ellyn Sartin  Lewis-
Jacob Baggett           McLaughlin 
Mac Inman  M. Wright 

 

Kailey Johnson  Sulser 
Faith Robinson  Owens 
Madison Dahlke Wright 
Corrina Rogers  L. Smith 
Jewell Metheny Zoghby 
Benjamin Suhr  F. Smith 
Jackson Weyhe  Camara 
Taylor Trotman Pharis 
Lacey Beasley  McGough 
Danielle Huynh Bowman  
Ian Jerman  Field 
kayla Tuma  Mikel 
Kaila Szmajda  Swett 
Cammie Payne  Child 
Joshua Dykes  Butler 
Katherine Heinzman Windham 
Molly Womack Lopresti 
Cole Mashburn Hallman      

Students Recognized for Outstanding Citizenship 
Each month, teachers choose students who have shown exemplary behavior and character to 
be “Student of the Month.”  A letter is given to each student explaining why the teacher chose 
that student, along with a ribbon and pencil. 

Lunchroom Reminders 
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Taylor Holt   Turner 
Shannon Dalton Deason 
Landry Foster  Coyne 
Lauren Stearns  Rea 
Nicholas Romano      Williamson 
Madison Allen      Higginbotham 
Lauren Parker  Guice 
Sandi Minor             Lothspeich 
Eli Rollins  Yeager 
Katie Witte  Maddry 
Abby Knight  Blake 
Caroline Bruns          McLaughlin 
Zach Cobb  Hendrick 
Lindse Battles  Carden 

 

1. Students should stay seated until they put their trays away. 

2. Students should remain quiet the first 15 minutes.  After that, they may talk quietly.  

3. When students are asked to line up, they should line up quietly. 

4. Teachers should assign two students to clean the tables and floors. 

5. Substitutes are asked to sit at the table with their students.  

6.   Parents who eat with their child should sit at the visitors’ tables in the middle.  We do not have room for addi-
tional children.  It should be the parent and their child, only, who sit at the visitors’ table. 



Helping Your Child Succeed in School 

Paine Intermediate School 
7600 Gadsden Highway 
Trussville, AL 35173 

Phone: 205-228-3300 
Fax: 205-228-3301 
E-mail: beth.bruno@trussvillecityschools.com 

Tr u s s v i l l e  C i t y     

What is the most important skill 
your child needs to succeed in 
school?  Everyone knows the an-
swer is to be able to read well.  
Most children who come to Paine 
Intermediate already know how to 
read.  Many children come to school 
with the necessary skills, but lack 
the desire and attitude to read.  
What can a parent do to make a 
child want to read?  What can you 
do to that will influence your child 
to pick up a book instead of the re-
mote control? 

I recall several years ago when the 
Harry Potter series first came to the 
United States.  A friend, a teacher at 
Leeds Elementary, said her son, 
John, never liked to read.  She wor-
ried that he might not ever share her 
love of reading. One night, instead 
of turning on the television, my 

friend offered to read aloud to her 
husband and John from a new and 
very popular book, Harry Potter 
and the Sorcerer’s Stone.  After 
reading a chapter or two, she closed 
the book.  Her HUSBAND quickly 
asked her to keep reading!  John and 
his father both thoroughly enjoyed 
hearing their mother and wife read 
aloud for weeks, listening until she 
finished the very last page.  By the 
way, at the time, John was 13 years 
old. 

Reading aloud to your child is the 
very best way to grow a reader.  
When children know their parents 
care enough to take their time to 
read aloud, they get the message 
that reading is important.  Tonight, 
try turning off the television and 
share a great book with a very im-
portant person in your life!  

   Interested in a Book Study? 
 

The Read-aloud Handbook, by Jim Trelease, is a help-
ful, easy-to-read guide for parents and teachers.  In 
this best selling book, the author explains why and how 
parents should read aloud to their children, even when 
they reach middle school.  It also includes short sum-
maries of books that Mr. Trelease recommends for 
read alouds.  I encourage you to purchase a copy 
(Books-a-Million), read it, and join other parents, teach-
ers, and administrators in a discussion at our next 
“Coffee with the Principal” on November 8.  It might 
change your life.  It might change your child’s life.   


